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The Interplay Between Academic Activities and Social Reality:
The Developmental Trajectory of Chinese Marxist Historiography
During the Chinese Anti-Japanese War

Wan Junjie (Wuhan University )

Abstract During the Chinese Anti-Japanese War, Chinese Marxist historians conducted research to re-
construct national history and decode cultural transitions, initiated discussions on a series of significant his-
torical issues, produced many landmark historical works, and shaped the fundamental characteristics of Chi-
nese Marxist historiography. The emergence and evolution of Chinese Marxist historiography, which under-
took the dual missions of interpreting and transforming the world with a distinct pursuit of truth and practical-
ity, was closely intertwined with the political and social environment of China at that time. By combining
Marxist historical theory with China's historical context and cultural legacy, they drew on Chinese traditional
wisdom to forge a distinct historiographical paradigm, and promoted the integration, mutual reinforcement,
and common growth of Marxism and fine traditional Chinese culture. From an objective perspective, Chi-
nese Marxist historiography was guided by the innovative theories of the Communist Party of China (CPC)
and, in turn, provided solid theoretical support for CPC's theoretical innovation, subtly influencing the
CPC's theories and policies, and effectively advancing the theoretical process of adapting Marxism to the
Chinese context.

Key words the period of the Chinese Anti-Japanese War; Communist Party of China; Chinese Marxist

historiography; academic activities adapted to the Chinese context; Sinicization of Marxism
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