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The Form of Square: The Popularization and Standardization Of
Literature and Art in the Soviet Areas

Song Jianhua (Jinan University)

Abstract The defining characteristics of the expression of literature and art in the Soviet Areas are
"popularization" and "standardization". Although they were created by and targeted at workers and peasants,
they differed from the chaotic, unregulated revelry of Parisian street celebrations, Instead, they were constant-
ly organized and standardized mass recreational activities under the direct leadership of the Communist Party
of China. The manifestation of "popularization" and "standardization" of the literature and art of the Soviet
Areas, which were performed in open spaces like squares, fully embodied the dialectical unity of "freedom"
and "moderation" in revolutionary literature and art: "popularization" ensured the active participation of the
workers and peasants, while "standardization" ensured the correct orientation of the literature and art in the
Soviet Areas. It was precisely due to the dual effect of "popularization" and "standardization" that the litera-
ture and art of the Soviet Areas could be "passionate" but not excessive, "festive" but not unordered. Through
ideological enlightenment of "edutainment", they awakened the revolutionary consciousness of millions of
workers and peasants, who were transformed from "peasants" to "fighters", the absolute main force in the
Agrarian Revolutionary War.

Key words the form of the square; the literature and art of the Soviet District; popularization; norma-

tivity
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