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On the Intersubjectivity Dimension of Marx's Conception of Freedom

An Analysis Based on the Concept of Social Freedom
Wang Zhuoqun (Wuhan University)

Abstract Identifying the intersubjectivity dimension of Marx's conception of freedom contributes to a
deeper understanding of core concepts such as "free association of individuals" and "community", thereby en-
abling a more comprehensive understanding of Marx's theory of freedom. The dimension could be well high-
lighted from the perspective of Axel Honneth's conception of social freedom. Social freedom, according to
Honneth, is realized in the interaction between individuals, where each individual recognizes the other's goals
as their own, thereby "being with oneself in an Other". It is through this cooperative, complementary relation-
ship that individuals achieve freedom. Honneth argues that the social relations mediated by the capitalist mar-
ket economy can be understood as cooperative relationships, suggesting that social freedom can be realized
within this sphere. However, this view overlooks the system integration and coercive aspects of capitalism
and mistakenly interprets the interdependence between individuals as inherently cooperative. Marx profound-
ly recognizes that freedom can only be achieved when individuals consciously engage in a non-utilitarian
mode of cooperation, and possess a transparent understanding of each other's actions and of social activity as
a whole. This is clearly unattainable within capitalist society.

Key words Marx's conception of freedom; Honneth; social freedom; social cooperation
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