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The Systemic Composition and New Characteristics of Digital Rights

A Theoretical Analysis from the Perspective of Information Flow
Lv Pusheng, Gao Yuan (Wuhan University )

Abstract Digital rights, as an emerging type of rights, are not only a digital representation of tradition-
al rights but also possess characteristics of new types. Previous research has mainly focused on reinterpreting
the essence of digital rights, with relatively less attention paid to the stage-wise characteristics of digital
space evolution and lacks a systematic construction of the inner connections between rights. Given the close
connection between digital rights and information flow, a two-dimensional framework can be developed by
drawing on the layered approach of network communication, encompassing both the stages of information
processes and the entire information flow. Based on each stage of the information process, digital rights in-
clude the rights to network access, informed consent, algorithmic fairness, and autonomous action, with digi-
tal privacy rights and digital property rights spanning the entire information flow. Compared to traditional
rights, digital rights exhibit such novel characteristics as intangible, shareable, decentralized, technology de-
pendent, dynamic, timely, inclusive, and extensible. Analyzing the systemic composition and evolutionary
characteristics of digital rights aids in a profound theoretical understanding of their connotations and exten-
sions, and provide guidance for exploring and establishing a digital rights protection system in the informa-
tion society from a practical perspective.

Key words digital rights; information flow; digital human rights; digital equality
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