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Translation and Hermeneutics
On the Translation Theory of Gadamer

Huang Xiaozhou (Guangxi University)

Abstract Translation-related issue occupies a significant position in western hermeneutics. The emer-
gence of Gadamer's hermeneutics provides a theoretical support for the elevation of translation studies to the
philosophical level. Translation has its origin in mythology and is grounded in metaphysical ontology. Essen-
tially, Translation is an ontological activity wherein the meaning of the understood is unfolded in a new lan-
guage. In translation, there exists a dialectical tension between unity and difference, faithfulness and freedom,
familiarity and strangeness, the other and the self, the foreign and the native, antiquity and modernity, subcon-
sciousness and consciousness, life and death. Translation embraces core values of interaction such as humili-
ty, equality, dialogue, civilization, enlightenment and education, development, and harmony from the perspec-
tive of hermeneutical ethics. Translation often serves as an important pathway for enlightening the people, res-
cuing the nation from crisis, revitalizing the nation and innovating culture.

Key words translation; hermeneutics; dialectics; ethics
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