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On Marx's Dismantling of Ricardo's Law and Its Contemporary Value

Lan Yang (Renmin University of China)

Abstract In Marx's critique of political economy, the dismantling of Ricardo's law is an implicit and
indispensable mission. Ricardo's Law is the clearest and most concise articulation of classical political econo-
my about the dynamics, costs, and future prospects of the capitalist world order. By unraveling this law, Marx
acquired a profound insight into the dual structure of the modern world order dominated by capital, by reveal-
ing the real motivation and antagonistic nature of the birth of the modern world order under the dominance of
capital logic, and dening the natural legitimacy of capitalist international legal rights, and proposed a vision
for the future world based on a real community. To study this process of ideological sublation will facilitate a
better understanding of historical materialism on world order, and intensive exploration of the new concepts
about development, cooperation, history and civilization embedded therein.

Key words world order; Ricardo's law; historical materialism
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