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Marx's Initial Critique of Proudhon's Theory of Property And
The Reorientation of the Critical Theory of Private Property
In The Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844

Bu Xiangji,Ren Zhiyong (Shanghai Jiao Tong University )

Abstract Starting from the critique of private property to dissect civil society, it deepens the under-
standing of the internal structure and its historical movement of civil society during the process, and then em-
barks on the establishment of historical materialism; this constitutes a noteworthy and important context for
interpreting The Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844.While an examination of this context ne-
cessitates a keen focus on Marx's critique of Proudhon's theory of ownership. With this reference, a revisit of
the logic of the critique of private property in the Manuscripts reveals the following theoretical advances
made by Marx: by illustrating private property through alienated labor, he accounted for the historical origins
of private property and disproved its natural legitimacy; by examining the historical movement in which mov-
able private property triumphed over immovable private property based on the relationship between labor and
capital, he corroborated labor in essence being the subject of private property; by founding communism,
which actively sublates private property, on the "economic movement", he unfolded the theoretical thread of
labor practices; while advancing the critique of private property, he exposed the reformist nature of Proud-
hon's theory of ownership and the practical basis of its service of industrial capital, and realized a principled
theoretical transcendence of the socialist as well as communist trend represented by Proudhon.

Key words private property; alienated labor; communism; Proudhon; The Economic and Philosophi-
cal Manuscripts of 1844
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