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Modern Simple Governance: Selection of Primary-level Governance
Models in Urban and Rural Areas and Their Operating Mechanisms

A Case Analysis of Three Types of Village Community Governance
Xu Yute (Guangxi Minzu University )

Abstract At present, research on the primary-level social governance models in urban and rural areas
mainly focuses on analyzing the relationship structure between multiple players, paying little attention to the
historical evolution and modernization development of traditional simple governance, and actual needs of
simple governance in different types of village communities. In view of this, based on the literature review of
simple governance, this paper constructs an analytical framework of four simple governance models, namely,
Strong Government -- Weak Market -- Weak Society, Strong Government -- Strong Market -- Weak Society,
Weak Government -- Weak Market -- Strong Society, and Weak Government -- Strong Market -- Strong Soci-
ety. The experiences of three different types of village community social governance reveal that modern sim-
ple governance, an innovative model in terms of framework set-up, resources integration, and improved effec-
tiveness of governance, has been in common practice in primary-level governance in urban and rural areas.
Modern simple governance, different from traditional simple governance, achieve innovative implementation
of national policies by integrating government, market and social mechanisms, and promoting the effective
connection between government rigid governance and social flexible governance. This modern simple gover-
nance is an important manifestation of the transformation from state-centered to people-centered approach in
primary-level social governance in China. To embrace this trend, primary-level social governance should pro-
mote the organic integration of Strong Government -- Strong Market -- Strong Society.

Key words primary-level governance; village community governance; traditional simple governance;

modern simple governance
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