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Artifacts Name Tao

Based on the Examination of the Original Classics
Yan Yuezhen (Jinan University)

Abstract In early ancient Chinese texts, artefacts involve social and cultural activities. To look via
their intersecting surfaces into the production, use, types, forms, functions and scenarios of artefacts as well
as their penetration into language and thought has been an approach to the study of the history of ideas. An ex-
amination of the meaning of artefacts that goes beyond metaphor as rhetoric reveals deeper ways of construct-
ing social ideologies. Indeed, the way people name things constitutes a system of metaphors, within which ar-
tefacts participate in the way things are named due to the direct connection between artefacts and the rituals,
morals and norms of social life. To name via artefacts reflects their regulation on various aspects of social
life. It can be seen that, with reference to artefacts, people set the basic norms and guidelines of social life. In
this sense, artefacts incarnate the history of concepts in philological studies. The discourse function of the
original classics lies in the fact that it gives birth to the root metaphors of Chinese culture, establishes the pub-
lic concepts that later generations can speak of, and constructs the ideological foundation for Chinese civiliza-
tion. In this process, artefacts become the archetypes, names, and metaphors on which meaning is generated.
To search for the clues for the involvement of artefacts in the classical contexts, and their traces in Chinese
modernity process has significance for reference in exploring the modern spiritual order.

Key words artefact; Dao; original classics; name; archetype; metaphor
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