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The Implementation Path and Operation Mechanism of The
Modernization of Rural Governance Empowered
By Digital Technology

Zhu Zhanhui (Wuhan University )

Abstract Advancing the modernization of rural governance is a fundamental project for achieving the
modernization of national governance. Digital technology is fully embedded in the national governance sys-
tem and rural society, playing a fundamental supporting role in the modernization of rural governance system
and governance capacity. Promoting digital technology in the countryside and rural technological governance
under the logic of hierarchical management has enhanced the ability of the state to intervene in primary-level
governance and serve the people through incorporating rural governance into the formal governance system
of the country. At the same time, it also brings about the unintended consequences by adding an administra-
tive touch to village-level governance and dissolving autonomy via technology, resulting in the rupture of the
dual-track governance structure in rural areas and the suspension of primary-level governance. To optimize
the modernization path of rural governance in the digital age requires fully leveraging the role of digital tech-
nology elements and tapping into the advantages of local institutional resources, so as to explore a Chinese
path to rural governance modernization that goes beyond bureaucracy, with the organic combination of digital
technology empowerment with the application of the mass line at primary level. To promote the transforma-
tion of rural governance structure and innovation of governance mechanisms in the New Era, the future devel-
opment requires the construction of a unified rural governance system empowered by digital technology, the
reconstruction of contributor network of rural governance, the digital integration of rural society, and the con-
struction of a digital rural governance community based on collaboration, participation and shared benefits,
so as to realize the integration of the dual-track approach in rural governance.

Key words digital technology empowerment; dual track governance; rural governance modernization;

digital villages construction; digital going to the countryside; rural governance community
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