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The Contemporary Mission of Antitrust Law
In the Context of Digital Economy

Ning Lizhi, Gong Tao (Wuhan University)

Abstract The increasingly grave monopoly in the field of digital economy has triggered an antitrust
upsurge around the world. Understanding the contemporary mission of antitrust law in the context of digital
economy will help to better grasp the direction and intensity of antitrust law enforcement. First of all, the anti-
trust law shoulders the mission of maintaining economic democracy, which runs through all aspects of eco-
nomic operation, and is embodied in the great goal of achieving common prosperity in current China. Second-
ly, the antitrust law shoulders the mission of maintaining political democracy. The digital platform obtains a
wide range of political power through various ways, while the technical antitrust ignores the political gene of
the antitrust law. Thirdly, the antitrust law shoulders the cultural mission of promoting knowledge sharing.
"Intellectual monopoly capitalism" seriously hinders the dissemination of knowledge, so attention shall be
paid to anti-monopoly in the field of intellectual property rights. Finally, the antitrust law also shoulders the
social mission of maintaining free competition in the labor market and ensuring the happiness and well-being
of workers; the long-term neglect of antitrust in the labor market will lead to the continuous exploitation of
workers. It is necessary to add labor welfare standards into the antitrust law, in addition to the existing con-
sumer welfare standards.

Key words digital economy; antitrust law; economic democracy; political democracy; intellectual

property rights; labor market
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