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The Logics and Paths of Improving Birth Policies
Based on Policy Science Framework

Wang Zengwen, Ma Xueyang (Wuhan University )

Abstract Low fertility rate has been the norm in China and beyond. How to maintain a balance be-
tween birth policies and fertility rates and promote their integration and mutually reinforcing interaction has
become a significant issue today. Finding a way out of such dilemma needs to break away from the traditional
analytical frameworks and probe from the perspective of policy science into innovative formulation and ac-
tion logic of birth policies so as to seek policy adjustment and optimization. Different from other public poli-
cies, the "household" nature of birth giving requires the organic integration of instrumental rationality and val-
ue rationality as well as correct understanding of the "collective irrationality" in birth issues when formulating
birth policies. Moreover, in the implementation of birth policies, the Chinese-style bureaucratic system and its
operation effectiveness will determine the policy consistency at different levels, as well as the coordination
between birth policies and other policies. Based on such framework and implementation logics, in order to ul-
timately increasing the birth rates, birth policies should give expression to humanism with focus on promot-
ing education and cultivating awareness on the one hand and maintain policy consistency and coordination
with other public policies on the other hand.

Key words birth policies; policy science; fertility rate; Chinese solutions; birth issue
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