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The Multiple Meanings of ''Advanced Technologies'' in Haiguo Tuzhi
And Its Profound Ideal of Reformation

A Reinterpretation of Wei Yuan's

"Learning from the Barbarians Advanced Technologies to Subdue Them"
Ma Xiaojian (Wuhan University)

Abstract Wei Yuan's notion of "learning from the barbarians' advanced technologies to subdue them"
encompasses a nuanced exploration beyond mere references to "solid ships and powerful cannons", "learning
from the barbarians", or "subduing the barbarians". Instead, the crux lies within the multifaceted concept of
"advanced technologies". A scrutiny of Haiguo Tuzhi ( The Illustrated Treatise on the Maritime Kingdoms ) re-
veals a spectrum of meanings embedded within the phrase: Firstly, "learning the advanced technologies" signi-
fies the extremely unequal status of China and UK in terms of "advanced technologies"; Secondly, the "ad-
vanced technologies" is epitomized by steam engine, which occupies a central position within the technologi-
cal society of England; Thirdly, the technological society flourishes most fully within a democratic political
system, and its emergence requires the breakaway from religious constraints; Fourthly, the proposition of "the
god of god-heaven", which contains the principle of machine movement, articulates the sublime status of tech-
nology and its deconstruction of religious thought in a theoretical form. In essence, this phrase encapsulates
Wei Yuan's dual paths of reformation: one entails peripheral technological emulation akin to Peter the Great's
reforms, while the other advocates for endogenous technological advancement and democratization, drawing
inspiration from the idealized model of MiLiJian (the United States as envisioned by Wei Yuan). Thus, far
from a mere superficial reference to technical prowess, Wei Yuan's discourse harbors profound layers of
thought and visionary ideals for reformation.

Key words Wei Yuan; learning from the barbarians' advanced technologies in order to countervail the

barbarians; technological society; democratic political system; religious critique; Haiguo Tuzhi
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