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Towards Common Prosperity: The Social Effects and Institutional
Experience of Migrant Workers' Mobility

Xia Zhuzhi (Wuhan University)
Jiao Changquan (Peking University)

Abstract Chinese path to modernization is one of common prosperity of all people, and migrant work-
ers play an important role in promoting common prosperity of society. Currently, migrant workers are still a
transitional group with distinct identity and occupational characteristics, making it difficult to integrate into
large and medium-sized cities. Therefore, they choose to urbanize in nearby counties and settle in county
towns as a common choice. In county-level society, the flow of migrant workers has played a social role in
promoting common prosperity. Firstly, the increasing income of migrant workers drives the transformation of
their livelihood models; Secondly, the social status of migrant workers has risen, forming the main body of
the inter-mediate stratum in the county; Finally, the mobile mode of migrant workers with easy entry and exit
has constructed a distinctive progressive urbanization order. The formation of these social effects is related to
China's concerns with migrant workers. The country continuously improves the system of migrant worker
mobility and has formulated two types of policy systems: stable livelihood oriented and inclusive develop-
ment oriented. The core concept of the two is to enable migrant workers and urban residents to share the out-
comes of the Chinese modernization drive and move towards common prosperity between urban and rural ar-
eas.

Key words migrant workers; labor market; county-level urbanization; common prosperity; relation-

ship between urban and rural areas; Chinese modernization
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