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From ""Tea-horse Trade' to '""the Ancient Tea Horse Trail'":
An Exploration of the Original Academic
Concept in Contemporary China

Song Shilei (Wuhan University )

Abstract On the basis of inheriting the historical core of tea-horse trade, exploring local customs and
historical materials and inspired by the concepts of "the Silk Road" and "the Southern Silk Road", contempo-
rary scholars such as Mu Jihong proposed the academic concept of "the Ancient Tea Horse Trail" in 1990s
with the academic self-consciousness. This original Chinese academic concept is a revolution to the original
concept of "tea-horse trade" or "tea-horse mutual trade". It is mainly reflected in the expansion of the scope of
time and space covered by the concept, the great broadening of the disciplines and research horizons in-
volved, the extension of research topics from domestic ethnic issues to international issues, the transition of
single academic value to multi-dimensional value, and the transformation from historical document research
to cultural heritage research. The concept of "the ancient tea horse trail" is of international academic influence
with Chinese characteristics, Chinese style and Chinese aura, and reflects the academic creativity of contem-
porary Chinese scholars, , which is a typical example of developing Chinese systems for fields of study, aca-
demia, and discourse in philosophy and the social sciences. However, during the transformation of academic
discourse, this concept is confronted with some challenges such as "aphasia", due to over-ambiguous concep-
tual semantic field, local departmentalism, academic marginalization, and overshadowing strong discourse.

Key words the ancient tea horse trail; tea-horse trade; history of concept;cultural heritage
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