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A Study of Wartime Cooperation Between the British Army Aid
Group and the East River Column Led by the CPC

Hu Dekun, Peng Mei (Wuhan University )

Abstract After the outbreak of the Pacific War, the British Army Aid Group (BAAG) initiated intelli-
gence cooperation with the East River Column (ERC) Led by the Communist Party of China (CPC). Since
the then British Government perused a neutral stand in the conflict between the Kuomintang and the CPC,
BAAG evaded the status of ERC to maintain cooperation both with the Kuomintang and the CPC. However,
under the obstruction of the National Government of China which attempted to annihilate the ERC, BAAG
was forced to break off the cooperation with ERC. Later, the "Frigate Bird Incident" made it clear to BAAG
that its operations and intelligence work in South China must rely on cooperation with ERC. Meanwhile, the
proximity of the Americans and the ERC also attracted the attention of the British side, and BAAG urged its
superior to directly negotiate with the National Government, requesting to resume cooperation with ERC.
British officials negotiated with the National Government only on procedural issues, hoping to show their
hand together with the Americans to the National Government on the so-called "Red Issue" for their coopera-
tion with ERC. However, the Americans bypassed the National Government and secretly cooperated with the
ERC, which made the British hope fell through. After the war, the British government recognized the contri-
bution of the ERC, but did not publicly give due evaluation due to political factors. However, the British ar-
chives reveal that the British government highly affirmed the international contribution and influence of the
ERC.

Key words Pacific war; British army aid group; east river column; intelligence cooperation
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