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Methodological Foundations and Subjectivity Concerns In
Late Foucault's Studies of Neoliberalism

Xing Bing (Wuhan University )

Abstract The power/knowledge framework is the methodological foundation of Foucault's study of
neoliberalism. This methodology creatively develops the questioning of science as a universal truth based on
the concept of "rupture" in the history of science in France, and focuses on the contingency in the process of
the origin and universalization of knowledge and the interaction between knowledge and power. By examin-
ing the rupture in neoliberalism, Foucault reveals the contingency of its origins and its logical confusion, thus
dissolving its status as truth and further raising concerns about the fate of the subject. The subject is arbitrari-
ly defined and disciplined by branches of learning such as neoliberalism as "power/knowledge" and becomes
a subject of submission. However, if this arbitrary system of truth and power is rebelled against and ruptured,
it is likely to reconstruct the subject and create infinite possibilities.

Key words Michel Foucault; neoliberalism; rupture; power/knowledge; subject
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