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Marx's Analytical-synthetic Method and the Problem Of
Circular Argument

A Revisit of "Alienated Labor and Private Property" Section Of
Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844

Chen Guangsi (Renmin University of China)

Abstract In "Alienated Labor and Private Property" section of Economic and Philosophical Manu-
scripts of 1844, Marx used the analytical-synthetic method to form a textual logic of "facts-concepts" which
shows that the concept of alienated labor does not transcendentally and analytically contain the concept of pri-
vate property. The causal relationship between alienated labor and private property are "(epistemic) reason-re-
sult", whose formation includes the analysis-synthesis process of "the fact of alienated labor — the concept of
alienated labor + 'capitalist' — the concept of private property". Through this methodology, we can identify
the theoretical task and its nature that Marx set for himself in this text, and the text of "Alienated Labor and
Private Property" itself can provide sufficient evidence to prove that Marx's deduction is not a circular argu-
ment and dismiss from multiple aspects such doubt among academic community. Exploring this topic will fa-
cilitate an in-depth understanding of the young Marx's way of thinking, ideological levels and philosophical
views, as well as his science-based, profound analytical-synthetic method.

Key words alienated labor; private property; analysis; synthesis; circular argument
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