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An Analytical Framework for the Transformation of Rural
Cultural Scenes in China

Chen Bo, Chen Lihao (Wuhan University)

Abstract Driven by new urbanization, China’s rural cultural scenes and cultural spaces are undergo-
ing a comprehensive transformation. In order to reveal the underlying mechanisms of this transformation and
clarify the cultural pathways for rural revitalization, it is particularly crucial to construct a forward-looking an-
alytical framework. This framework is centered on the three core systems of rural cultural scenes: the commu-
nity system, the value system, and the symbol system. The community system, as the basic unit of rural life,
has a decisive influence on other social processes; the social-cultural subjectivity nurtured by local communi-
ty systems proves fundamental in driving county-level modernization. Moreover, value systems and symbol
systems are playing an increasingly prominent role in today's social context. Taking Huizhou as an example,
there appears a congruence between transformations in rural cultural scenes and behavioral organization
forms. It should be noted that builders and users become key agents driving change within these scenarios.
The themes of transformation involve rural customs and habits constituted by daily life and land use while its
results are manifested through inherited rural behavioral patterns.

Key words amenities; cultural scenes; rural revitalization
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