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Literary "Minor History' and Historical ""Major Events"

A Study of the Relationship Between New Historiography and the Critical Theory And
Path of Hu Shih's Talking about New Poetry

Luo Yihua, Luo Yuxin (South-central Minzu University )

Abstract A new historian as well as a new literary scholar, Hu Shih highlights the dialectic of "history
into literature" and "literature into history" in his criticism of new poems. On the one hand, he took the core
concepts and methods of the "New Historiography" and integrated the "evolutionary" view of history and sci-
entific empirical evidence into the article Talking about New Poetry, giving it the dual dimensions of history
and science, following the critical line of reasoning of "history into literature". On the other hand, his partici-
pation in the construction of the history of new poetry with the article Talking about New Poetry reflects his
literary aspiration to enter history with new poetry criticism, giving expression to his critical intention of "en-
tering history with literature". Under the perspective of the interaction between literature and history, to probe
into the interaction between "New Historiography" and Talking about New Poetry will provide a concrete and
subtle circumstantial evidence to catch a glimpse of the role and function of "New Historiography" in Hu
Shih's conception of literature, and the hidden connection between "New Historiography" and "New Litera-
ture".

Key words Hu Shih; new historiography; Talking about New Poetry; new poetry criticism; new litera-

ture; interaction between literature and history
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