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A Revisit of the Social Representation of Literature
In the 1950s-1970s

Zhang Jun (Sun Yat-sen University)

Abstract The narrative of the 1980s once led to the aphasia of literature in the 1950s-1970s in China.
In fact, its social representations are not only superior to the ancient elite-centered literati literature and the
modern lyric literature, but also are closer to the social realities of China at grassroot level even than the new
historicism narration such as Bai Lu Yuan. Of course, represented and not represented are always intertwined
and co-existing. The social representation of s literature and art in this era is the result of competition and
game between class discourse and local logic such as clan, religion, village and Jiang Hu. There might be
many deletions, adaptations and fictions of social reality, but this may not necessarily be interpreted as false
representation. The cultural construction related to common prosperity, equality and labor is a part of the cul-
tural practice of the Chinese revolution to fight for the right of survival of the weak.

Key words literature in the 1950s-1970s; China at grassroot level; a sense of community
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