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An Examination of Wang Guowei's Family
Financial Situation and Early Subsistence

Peng Yuping (Sun Yat-sen University )

Abstract According to the close relationship between his livelihood and academic work, Wang Guo-
wei's life could be roughly divided into two periods by the beginning of 1916 : the first period focused more
on academic work than livelihood, while the second period saw a struggle to maintain a balance between the
two. Wang Guowei came from an ordinary family, and his annual income was barely enough for his basic
needs according to Wang Guowei's own account and the diary of his father Wang Naiyu. Farm rent and hous-
ing rent, which were not easy to come by, were the basic sources of support for his family in his early years.
Wang Guowei worked as the secretary of the Current Affairs in Shanghai on the recommendation of Xu Jiax-
ing, but the meager monthly salary frustrated him. Then he had to take a sideline by translating Japanese liter-
atures, which made his livelihood slightly secured. After that, he taught at two normal schools in Tongzhou
and Suzhou, and then served in the General Affairs Department of the Ministry of Education of the Qing dy-
nasty, with all these offers barely enough to keep body and soul together. After the Revolution of 1911, Wang
Guowei went to Japan with Luo Zhenyu and lived in Kyoto for more than four years, making a living by sort-
ing books, editing and publishing journals and writing, etc. Living a stable yet frugal life, Wang Guowei man-
aged to make ever greater academic achievements. As survival comes before academic work, it is of great sig-
nificance to recognize how Wang Guowei weighed the relationship between scholarship and livelihood by an-
alyzing his family financial situation as well as his livelihood in his early years.

Key words Wang Guowei; Luo Zhenyu; Current Affairs Report; Guantang Jilin, Tongzhou Normal
School; Kyoto
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