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An Examination of Mei's Zhuiyuxuan Opera Catalog

Zheng Chuanyin (Wuhan University )

Abstract To examine the operas that Mei Lanfang can perform and has performed is an important top-
ic studying the research of Mei Lanfang's performing arts. However opinions vary due to the lack of compre-
hensive and accurate records and the different statistical method. A handwritten copy of Mei's Zhuiyuxuan Op-
era Catalog has been newly discovered in Mei Lanfang Memorial Museum, and seems to have evaded the ex-
isting relevant research. Most of the 105 operas recorded in the Catalog are Mei Lanfang's performance reper-
toire, and some are operas that Mei could but didn't perform. The author is not Mei Lanfang himself, but prob-
ably Yayong, who wrote the article Plum Blossom Debris. The last one on the Catalog Lady Blossom, is be-
lieved to have been written and played by Shang Xiaoyun, but it came out earlier than Shang Xiaoyun's epon-
ymous opera. The Catalog does not include the new costume opera Pretty Xiren, which premiered in Beiping
on December 26, 1927, which implies that it was written before the end of 1927. Although the list is not com-
plete, the Catalog found in Mei Lanfang's former residence is the document that records the most repertoire
that Mei could perform and has performed. The Catalog not only gives a glimpse of the outstanding artistic
skills of the young Mei Lanfang in 1920s-1930s, but also reveals a change in the history of Chinese opera
from the playwright and text-centered to the actor and stage performance-centered.

Key words Mei Lanfang; repertoire; handwritten copy of Mei's Zhuiyuxuan Opera Catalog
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