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Magical Marxism: A Political Theory and Revolutionary
Blueprint Based on Imagination

Zhang Sanping, Ma Huiling (Wuhan University of Technology )

Abstract Magical Marxism is a political theory posited by Metromarxist Andy Merrifield in his book
Magical Marxism, with its hallmark being an emphasis on imagination. Initially, confronted with issues
brought about by the urbanization era of capitalism such as urban spatial spectaclization, the unreality of
space, alienation of everyday life, and individuals losing their subjective cognitive abilities, Merrifield con-
structs a spatial dialectic to comprehend contemporary capitalist urbanization. He does this primarily through
imagination, having gleaned insights from Marx and Engels' dialectics, Lefebvre's spatial production theory,
and Debord's theory of the spectacle, laying the theoretical groundwork for subversive politics. Furthermore,
Merrifield advocates taking the "Imaginary Party" as the political entity, seeking to thoroughly subvert capital-
ism through a revolution in daily life founded on imagination and alliances with various resistance move-
ments. Lastly, Merrifield portrays his ideal society, which is rooted in imagination. The theoretical contribu-
tions of Magical Marxism include further enriching classical Marxist discussions on the urban and spatial is-
sues, showcasing the theoretical potency of Marxism; upholding and expanding the critical spirit and human-
istic concern of Marxism; and striving to seek revolutionary blueprints that transcend capitalism under new
circumstances. However, Magical Marxism represents contemporary utopian socialism, straying from histori-
cal materialism and the theory of surplus value. The excessive emphasis on imagination lends an idealistic
trait to this political theory, rendering it inadequate as a guiding ideological tool for the "Imaginary Party" in
its liberation struggle. Consequently, the "Imaginary Party" is unlikely to emerge as a genuine driving force
and transformative power in societal development.

Key words imagination; Magical Marxism; Metromarxism; Utopian socialism
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