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The Identification of the CBDC Theft in Criminal Law in China
Li Lifeng, Zhang Xinlei (Jilin University)

Abstract The digitization of fiat currency has realized the transition of currency from categorical to
specific in legal sense, which can effectively facilitate such state governance as improving the efficiency of
currency operation and anti-money laundering. Safe as it may be, CBDC is still subject to crimes of property
infringement such as theft. In response to new crimes of property infringement targeted at CBDC, the tradi-
tional judicial identification model of theft, which is based on "replacing the old possessive relationship with
a new one", is no longer valid. Considering its technical and legal nature, attention should be paid to its ex-
pression and the fact of it being monetary property, when determining the property rights of CBDC. There-
fore, the judicial identification of CBDC theft should be reconstructed at three levels: the type of harmful be-
havior, the manifestation of harmful results, and the correspondence between purpose for illegal possession
and legal interests and behavior, combined with different application scenarios of CBDC. It should be used as
a preliminary attempt to establish a judicial identification model for property infringement crimes in the digi-
tal era.

Key words Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC); theft; judicial identification; civil law implica-

tion; criminal law implication; digital Yuan; quantum computing
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