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Wu Zixu's Thought and Practice of Governance

Wang Weiping (Soochow University )

Abstract Wu Zixu (1&-F 7 ) was not only an outstanding statesman and military strategist during the
Spring and Autumn period, but also a thinker, who put forward a series of ideological propositions in state
governance, including conforming to Tiandao ( X i& , Heaven's Law) and harmonizing with nature; ethical
management as the first, punishment as a supplement; loving the people and appeasing them, caring about life
and livelihood; raising the wise and capable, emphasizing official's morality; developing the economy, light-
ening the tax and easing the levies; using a strategy of "ally the near to control the far" ( AL #]3Z ), he aimed
to break the state of Chu and make the state of Yue submissive. Wu Zixu put all these six tactics into practice
in the state of Wu( % & ), which brought about profound social, economic and military changes and laid a rel-
atively strong material foundation for the state of Wu's later pursuit in the war for hegemony.

Key words Wu Zixu; state of Wu; the Spring and Autumn period; governance
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