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Trends of Human Cultural Interaction
Analysis Based on "Cultural Tool Theory"

Han Dongping (Huazhong University of Science and Technology )

Abstract In the era of globalization, what will the interactive evolution trend of human culture or the
culture of various ethnic groups be like? Mahan and Huntington argued that it was the "clash of cultures" and
successively gave their own systematic arguments. However, the cultural conflict they mentioned is neither
the conflict of cultures themselves nor the conflict caused by different cultures; it is rather the conflict of inter-
ests. So, is there a tenable culture clash theory? According to the analysis of Cultural Tool Theory, the answer
is negative. For the cultural conflict only occurs in two particular situations when cultural tools are used, and
it is unlikely to become a universal trend. On the contrary, cultural fusion is the trend of human cultural inter-
action. Because culture is a tool to satisfy people's needs; the more, the better; and many cultural tools of su-
periority and uniqueness will flow from one group to another. Some may fear that the converging tendency of
human cultural interactions will eliminate the individuality of ethnic cultures or the diversity of world cul-
tures, so that human cultures cannot continue to reinforce each other in their differences. Similarly, the analy-
sis of Cultural Tool Theory finds these concerns completely unnecessary.

Key words ethnic culture; cultural interaction; cultural conflict; cultural fusion; Cultural Tool Theory
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