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The Owner of Data Sovereignty

Ran Congjing , Liu Yan (Wuhan University )

Abstract The rapid development of the digital economy has given rise to data sovereignty, which has
profoundly affected national data security and global data governance practices. Due to different consider-
ations such as jurisdiction, privacy and commercial interests, existing research has proposed three types of da-
ta sovereignty entities: the state, individuals and enterprises, which blurs the authoritative identity of the state
as the sole sovereign. By tracing back history and analyzing the current situation, we can find that individuals
and enterprises cannot become the subjects of exercising data sovereignty. The interests of individuals and en-
terprises can be covered by institutional arrangements such as personal information rights and enterprise data
rights, both in terms of nature and content. None of them fall into the category of data sovereignty. At the indi-
vidual level, their sovereignty claims originate from the right to information self-determination, and individu-
als cannot control massive data. As the generator of data, individuals are not the owners and sovereigns of the
data. At the enterprise level, their claims are based on their data analysis and processing capabilities. The data
power only puts it in a dominant position rather than a legal status, let alone raising it to a sovereign status.
Enterprises are still regulated. In fact, the doctrine of sovereignty and the practice of inter-state sovereignty
since Bodin has established the unshakable status of the state as a sovereign. Only the state can assume the
sovereign responsibility of safeguarding national security and people's interests in the virtual space. Endowed
by the new round of industrial and technological revolution, The enhancement of the role of multiple capable
subjects has not eroded sovereignty. On the contrary, national data sovereignty has been enhanced in the pro-
cess of responding to new problems and challenges.

Key words data sovereignty; national sovereignty; information self-determination; data rights; sover-

eign responsibility
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