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Individual Standard of Marriage Practice: The Formation
Mechanism for '"Honest Bachelor' in Rural China

Li Yongping (Nankai University)

Abstract Honest-but-single, a new type of bachelor group in the countryside, is the result of changes
in rural marriage practice. Marriage practice includes two important variables: marriage power and marriage
ability. In the process of the transformation of rural society, the subject of marriage practice changes and di-
verges. Among them, the subject of marriage power is gradually transferred from the parent generation to the
offspring generation, and the individual will of the offspring generation becomes prominent, while the parent
generation is reduced to a supporter behind the scene. The main body of marriage ability is increasingly shift-
ing from the whole family to the offspring themselves, and the offspring's individual endowment is increas-
ingly prominent in the marriage matching process. Therefore, marriage practice takes on the characteristics of
individual standard. When young people dominate the marriage power, their individual emotional preference
and communication ability directly affect the choice of marriage partners. Those men who are too honest and
not good at communicating with girls are easy to become the "defective products" in the marriage market and
are likely to end up single. The marriage market competition is no longer limited to family wealth of parent
generation, but also the individual competition of the offspring generation, thus amplifying the differentiation
effect of individual factors in the marriage market, and significantly increasing the risk of honest bechalor
group remaining single.

Key words changes in rural marriage practice; marriage power; marriage ability; marriage squeeze; ru-

ral marriage market; individual standard; first marriage rate; marriage and family
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