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On Kant's Distinction Between Form and Content

Wang Lu (Zhengzhou University )

Abstract The term "formal logic" comes from Kant, and the significance of his distinction between
form and content is far-reaching. Kant's distinction between form and content can be interpreted in a new
way: the form refers to the expressions related to logical constants, while the content refers to the expressions
associated with non-logical constants. Kant has this idea in his thoughts, but he doesn't fully articulate it. The
expressions of daily knowledge and scientific knowledge have contents; so do the expressions of philosophi-
cal knowledge and logical knowledge. To clarify this question, the distinction between syntax and semantics
should be emphasized from the logical aspect, the distinction between language and what language expresses
should be highlighted from the linguistic aspect, and the relationship between these two aspects should also
be noticed. Clarifying this question is helpful to better understand Kant's transcendental logic and the differ-
ence between form and content as well.

Key words form and content; syntax and semantics; formal logic; transcendental logic; Kant
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