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The Rejection and Acceptance of European Civilization By
China Society of Late Ming and Early Qing Dynasties

Wu Genyou (Wuhan University )

Abstract In the 16-18th century, the Jesuits came to China with some scientific knowledge from the
West, which was strongly opposed and rejected by some of the Confucian scholars and scholar-bureaucrats in
China, and welcomed by others who were trying to accept , integrate and then transcend Western culture.
Those who rejected Western civilization started either from the perspective of ideology and political security,
represented by Xu Changzhi, editor of Po Xie Ji (Collection of Eliminating Evi), and the various characters
included in the book such as Yang Guangxian in early Qing dynasty, or from the astronomical and geographi-
cal knowledge in Confucian classics, represented by great Confucians such as Wang Fuzhi, to refute the
knowledge Matteo Ricci brought to China such as Spherical Earth and the distances between the Earth and
the Sun and other planets. Pluralistic positions lay among those who accepted the western civilization, includ-
ing Xu Guangqi's theory of "surpassing the West based on cultural integration", Fang Yizhi's theory of "eclec-
ticism by assembling the wisdom through the ages", and theory of "Western learning rooted in China" repre-
sented by Emperor Kangxi. Although the theory of "Western learning rooted in China" is unconducive to Chi-
nese people's modest learning of scientific knowledge from the West, it still contains some reasonable con-
cepts of civilization exchange and mutual learning, that is, how to maintain the subjectivity of national culture
when learning from foreign civilizations.

Key words exchange and mutual learning between civilizations; Jesuits; theory of "Western learning

rooted in China"; Confucian classics
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