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Modernization of Village-level
Governance and Effective Governance

He Xuefeng (Wuhan University)

Abstract In recent years, great changes have taken place in primary-level governance in rural China,
with a prominent feature that the rural village-level governance in the eastern coastal developed areas has be-
come well-regulated and standardized, and the agricultural rural areas in the central and western regions have
also exhibiting similar trend. The standardization of village-level governance is driven by the availability of
the national resources in rural areas, and remarkable achievements in modernizing state governance, state gov-
ernance system in particular. The particularity of village-level governance lies in that, as the most basic ad-
ministrative system, village-level governance directly faces the masses and grass-roots governance affairs are
trivial, therefore under-regulated and not standard. While a well-regulated and standardized village-level gov-
ernance system may tend to unduly pursue thoughtfully-designed governance, with excessive emphasis on
precise governance, and often lacks the flexibility needed by the masses and in grass-roots governance affairs,
which may lead to widespread practice of formalities for formalities' sake and invalid governance. At present,
the focus of the modernization of village-level governance should not be refined and precise governance, but
on effective governance.

Key words village-level governance modernization; mass work; bureaucratic system; streamlined gov-

ernance; rural governance; primary-level governance
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