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Two Concepts of Justice in Modern Political Philosophy
And Marx's View of Justice

Li Dianlai (Wuhan University )

Abstract "Justice" is one of the most central and important concepts in political philosophy, but it is al-
so a polysemous concept. The modern political philosophy after Hobbes and Locke mainly contains two con-
cepts of justice, one is right-based justice and the other is rule-based justice, which are very different in terms
of their objects, connotations and emphases. However, in Rawls's highly comprehensive theory of justice,
these two concepts of justice are fused together. Although Marx did not discuss the issue of justice thematical-
ly, justice is an important issue in his political philosophy. In the narrative context of the critique of capital-
ism, the first stage of communism, and the higher stage of communism, Marx got involved either in the issue
of right-based justice or in the issue of rule-based justice. Therefore, these two concepts of justice in modern
political philosophy are important entry points for us to understand Marx's view of justice. At the same time,
we need to differentiate the concept of justice carefully, either to construct a contemporary theory of justice or
to use a theory of justice to respond to and answer major contemporary issues of reality.

Key words political philosophy; right-based justice; rule-based justice; Marx
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