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The Hundred-year Inheritance of the Zhang-Huang
Scholarship at Wuhan University

Yu Ting (Wuhan University )

Abstract The Zhang-Huang school, based on traditional Chinese philological studies with an conserva-
tive appearance but a modern core of research, has devoted to the indigenous scholarship that upgraded and
transformed both in theory and in practice during the great social changes from imperial China to republic
China. Zhang Taiyan and his inheritor Huang Kan not only became two of the greatest scholars for their re-
markable achievements in their profound and distinctive study of ancient Chinese classics and language, but
also made a modern turn to Chinese linguistic studies. With Huang Kan teaching in Wuchang Normal College
during the 1920s, and later his students Liu Ze and Huang Zhuo in Wuhan University during mid-20th Centu-
ry, Wuhan University gradually developed distinction in traditional Chinese philological studies, and became
the major hub for academic inheritance of Zhang-Huang school with the publications and teaching of the lat-
ter two. Led by Zong Fubang, the Institute of Ancient Chinese Books and Philology of Wuhan University,
having consciously inherited and further developed Zhang-Huang school and Huang Kan's academic theory
and ideas, compiled and published Guxunhuizuan (Collected Dictionary of Traditional Semantic Annota-
tions), Guyinhuizuan (Collected Dictionary of Chinese Ancient Phonology & Phonetics) and Zhonghuadadi-
an Yinyunfendian (Great Category Encyclopedia of Chinese Culture: Phonology & Phonetics), with efforts of
two generations of scholars in 35 years. More than 100 years of inheritance and transmission of Zhang-Huang
Scholarship at Wuhan University demonstrates its fine academic conduct of inheritance and innovation in hu-
manities studies.

Key words Zhang-Huang School; traditional Chinese philology; Wuhan University; Huang Kan; Liu

Ze; Huang Zhuo; Guxunhuizuan; Guyinhuizuan
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