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Dialectical Image of ''the Flaneur' : Benjamin's
Criticism and Resistance to Modernity

Guo Guang (Henan University)

Abstract In the history of Western thought, Walter Benjamin was the first person to study wandering
as a physical practice to observe and experience modern society. Through an in-depth study of the image of
the Flaneurs as a product of modernity, Benjamin closely combines human physical behaviors with critique of
modernity to reveal in the operation mechanism of capitalist commodity economy, that the Flaneurs are
trapped in the integration of commercial forces in capitalist society and gradually assimilated into the image
of "walking commodity". At the same time, from the perspective of body politics, he unfolds the Flaneurs'
qualities of modern heroes and their image of "modern heroes" for modernity criticism and human redemp-
tion. The dialectical image of the Flaneurs may well be the perfect incarnation of Benjamin's critique of and
struggle against modernity, demonstrating not only his tenacious belief in excavating the flames of proletarian
revolution and realizing the complete redemption of mankind, but also his distinctive political position in res-
olutely criticizing and resisting capitalist modernity, which provides a unique path and a new perspective for
us to study and reflect capitalist modernity.

Key words Walter Benjamin; the Flaneur; walking commodity; modern heroes; the critique of moder-

nity
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