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National Identity and the Construction of the Yellow River
Image Discourse in New China

Li Xia (Northwest University)
Qu Jian (Xi'an Academy of Fine Arts)

Abstract As a narrative method and a medium of memory, image is of great significance for shaping
the identity of "nation-state" and building a national community along with text, video, acoustic image and
other aesthetic forms. As a visual representation of the Chinese nation, the Yellow River images of the new
China participated in the shaping of the image of the entire nation-state and the confirmation of collective val-
ues. At the time when salvation overwhelmed enlightenment, the metaphor of the "Yellow River - mother" be-
came a symbol of the Chinese nation which facilitated national unity and fusion. Later on, the image of the
Yellow River in new China, as the medium of collective memory of the Chinese nation, or a memory field,
contains the national spirit with different connotations, including the destiny of the country, spirit of enterpris-
ing, and human care. In addition, based on the theoretical logic of "image-based narration - memory - identity
formation", by virtue of the interpellation and observation of memory, the image of the Yellow River, by
arousing collective memory in social individuals, enhances individuals' affective, cultural and national identi-
ty with the collective, to build the community of the Chinese nation. Thus, the study of the discourse of the
Yellow River image in new China not only highlights the value and significance of the image of the Yellow
River to the community of the Chinese nation, but also provides a theoretical resource for building a commu-
nity with a shared future for mankind.

Key words fine arts in new China; yellow river images; national spirit; collective memory; national

identity; national community
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