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The Concept of People First in the Adaption of Marxism
To the Chinese Context

Li Weiwu (Wuhan University )

Abstract To gain a deep and accurate understanding of the worldview and methodology of the "people
first" emphasized in the report of the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, it is necessary
to view the concept from the perspective of the adaption of Marxism to the Chinese context and explore it as
in the study of the properties of history of philosophy. Through the century long development of Chinese
Marxist philosophy, the philosophical connotation and logical structure of the concept of people first can be
clearly seen: the power of the people to create history is found in the transformation of the historical view; the
position of the people as masters of the country is established in the transformation of the democratic view;
CPC's fundamental purpose of "serving the people wholeheartedly" is highlighted in its ideals and convic-
tions, and the mass line of "from the people, to the people" is proposed in epistemology. This indicates that
this concept has a strong sense of history, profound academic rationality, and historical rationality.

Key words people first; Adaption of Marxism to the Chinese Context; Li Dazhao; Chen Duxiu; Mao
Zedong; Xi Jinping
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