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The Dilemma and Solution of Chinese Rural Life
Governance from the Perspective of Reductionism

Feng Chuan (Wuhan University )

Abstract The basic nature of primary-level rural governance has changed to life governance. Improv-
ing the effectiveness of rural life governance is an essential part of the overall rural revitalization strategy.
Each administrative subject consumes a lot of manpower, material resources and financial resources in life
governance. However, the life governance in some rural areas not only fails to improve the legitimacy of the
primary-level political power to the expected level, but also creates a large number of potential topics of pub-
lic attention, with the grassroots governance being trapped in a dilemma. Based on the characteristics of farm-
ers' daily life and the relationship between governance subjects and objects, the causes of life governance di-
lemma can be attributed to the tension between the irreducibility of life will and the reductionist tendency of
administration itself. On the one hand, the life will is embodied in the irreducible sense of identity, practice,
history and intuition. On the other hand, the administrative restoration logic such as landscape restoration, in-
dustrial restoration and digital restoration of farmers' everyday life separates life governance from the use val-
ue of village life field and replaces it with the exchange value that brings political performance appreciation.
The way out of the dilemma of life governance lies in going deep into people's inner world by following the
practice logic of counter-reduction, focusing on the reconstruction of life rules, the establishment of communi-
cation channels and the identification of governance subjects, and having an effect on people's ideas and cog-
nition.

Key words life governance; farmer's life order; living environment; primary-level governance; rural re-

vitalization; better life; beautiful countryside; cultural landscape
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