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Village Governance: A "Sociology of Power Spectrum"

Lin Huihuang (South China University of Technology )

Abstract The existing theories of state-society relations, mainly discussing the antagonism or coopera-
tion between the state and society from the perspective of entity theory, find it deficient in accounting for Chi-
nese experience in village governance. This paper attempts to construct a theoretical framework of "sociology
of power spectrum" to re-understand the state-society relationship in China's governance system through the
historical and spatial interpretation of its village governance practices. In essence, sociology of power spec-
trum is to explore the gradual law of interaction and mutual construction mechanism between the element of
state, society and other subjects in governance hierarchy and Spatiotemporal levels. In general, it has three
major theoretical elements: composition theory, interconstruction theory, and gradualism theory. The composi-
tion theory is to consider the state-society relationship as a combination of state component, social compo-
nent, and self component in various subjects of power. The interconstruction theory views state-society rela-
tions as the result of the mutual construction of the above three components, forming an interwoven network.
The gradualism theory regards state-society relations as the relatively stable patterns of the above-mentioned
components' mutual construction at different levels and in different time and space. From this theoretical
framework, we can clearly identify the advantages and risks of China's governance system and reexamine the
western and global governance experience.

Key words village governance; national governance; governance unit; sociology of power spectrum;
state-society relationship; differential order pattern; governance hierarchy; village-level governance organiza-

tion
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