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The "Magic" in Social History from the Perspective of Non-identity

Adorno's Analysis and Its Implications
Wang Xiaosheng, Ren Dou (Huazhong University of Science and Technology )

Abstract In Adorno's view, magic is the subjective form of the world spirit. This magic occurs when
the general and the particular, the necessity and the contingency, the society and the individual are uncon-
sciously combined and transformed into each other. Under the control of this magic, the general, the necessi-
ty, and the society is put on the mask of particular, contingency and individual. Destiny, the laws of statistics,
and the laws of value in the market economy all assume the role of this magic. Although the particular, contin-
gency, and individual are manipulated by the magic exerted by the general, necessity, and society, people of-
ten fail to recognize the role of this magic. Therefore, this magic takes on ideological characteristics. It also
combines biological laws with natural laws. When the two are combined, the purpose and means are reversed.
Although magic is an inevitable result of the overall attempt to achieve absolute domination, this overall dom-
ination necessarily entails contradictions, and people subjected to the effects of magic may be unaware of
these contradictions. Getting rid of this magic requires people's consciousness and the impulse to get rid of
magic. Adorno incorporated practical impulses into contemplation from this perspective.

Key words magic; non-identity; philosophy of history; Adorno; Hegel
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