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Chinese Analytic Philosophers' Debate on Cultural
Pluralism and Dialectics in 20th Century

A Survey of the Philosophy of Logic of Jin Yuelin, Zhang Dongsun and Zhang Dainian

Xu Yingjin (Fudan University)

Abstract Three big events occurred in the Chinese-speaking philosophical circle in the first half of
20th century: Firstly, as a by-product of Bertrand Russell's visit of China in 1920-1921, mathematical logic
and the general methodology of analytic philosophy started to circulate in the Chinese academic circle; sec-
ondly, leading Chinese philosophers represented by Jin Yuelin, Feng Youlan and Zang Dainian, by integrating
domestic and western philosophical resources, began to establish their own philosophical systems; thirdly,
dialectics was also introduced into China with the spread of Marxism. The complicated interplays among the
preceding three factors prompted Chinese philosophers at that time to reflex upon the following two questions
concerning the nature of logic. One was whether mathematical logic could be the fundamental framework for
accommodating varieties of philosophical constructions in accordance with the features of different civiliza-
tions. The other was whether mathematical logic was something that should be replaced by dialectical logic,
or something that it could co-exist with, or the logical foundation for any metaphysical framework. In re-
sponse to Zhang Dongsun's "logical pluralism", top Chinese philosophers like Jin Yuelin and Zhang Dainian
still attempted to defend the fundamental status of mathematical logic, which would neither jeopardize the na-
tional characteristics of any philosophy nor undermine the efficacy of dialectics as a useful methodology.

Key words mathematical logic; dialectics; cultural pluralism; Jin Yuelin; Zhang Dainian; Zhang Dong-

sun
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