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Will ChatGPT Swallow Our Surplus Enjoyment?
Pathological Analysis in the Age of Artificial Intelligence

Lan Jiang(Nanjing University )

Abstract At a time when ChatGPT has become a hot topic of academic discussion, we need to under-
stand that people are not really discussing the real existence of generative Al such as ChatGPT, but rather
face-painting it into a sublime object under the human symbolic order within the human own symbolic order.
As we objectify the ChatGPT sublime, we also mean that the human subject accepts the emasculation of the
symbolic order, huddles within the boundaries drawn by the symbolic order, and is thus trapped in an Oedipu-
sian paradoxical cycle of fate. In order to avoid this paradox, we need to extend the notion of surplus enjoy-
ment and give the possibility of reconceiving the Al phantasmagoria on a multilayered symbolic order from a
psychoanalytic perspective. Once the Al is re-objectified as a sublime object, it also means that the subject ac-
cepts a new symbolic order and becomes a kind of subject corresponding to it.

Key words ChatGPT; Al age; machine learning; residual pleasure; psychoanalysis
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