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Reconstructing the '"New Liberal Arts': A Dialogue Between Two
Cultures in the Context of Digital Technology

Fu Caiwu, Ming Yan (Wuhan University )

Abstract Since the Industrial Revolution, the split and opposition between humanistic culture and sci-
entific culture in the field of education has begun to arouse widespread attention and discussion in academic
circles and society at large. However, the antagonism between these two cultures has long been rooted in the
division between physical nature and spirituality that has emerged in the process of human exploration of na-
ture and discipline of itself. Over the past hundred years, Chinese and foreign academic circles have been try-
ing to explore ways to bridge the two cultures and the possible forms of the third culture, and discuss the com-
munication and connection methods and integration channels of the two cultures from the perspective of disci-
pline construction to eliminate the gap between the two cultures. The emergence and popularization of digital
technology in the 21st century, especially the metaverse, has created the prototype of the "third culture". Digi-
tal technologies, connecting the humanistic information of human society with the natural material elements
in the digital space, have brought about a new type of metaverse space that enables the synergy between hu-
manities and disciplines, and explored a realistic path for the integration of humanities and sciences. In the fu-
ture, how to realize the dialogue and integration of the two cultures in the context of digital culture will be a
breakthrough in the construction of "New Liberal Arts". As a typical intersection of culture and science as
well as the frontier of digital culture application, cultural industry may well be used as a "test field" to explore
the basic form and feasible path of "New Liberal Arts" construction in the future.

Key words scientific culture; humanities and culture; digital technologies; New Liberal Arts; cultural

industries
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