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Ethics, Autonomy and Coercion in Marriage And
Family Section of The Civil Code

Ran Keping (Wuhan University )

Abstract Due to the influence of individualism and liberalism, the family order and the traditional con-
cept of family and country have been challenged frequently in recent years. The principles of freedom of mar-
riage, gender equality, monogamy, protection of the weak, etc. stipulated in The Marriage and Family Section
of The Civil Code reflect the legislators' implementation and balance of traditional ethics and modern legal
principles, family standard and individual freedom, state control and family autonomy in marriage and family
relations. The co-governance of family ethics and modern legal principles aims to pursue the integrity and har-
mony of the family community, the mutual benefit and mutual assistance of family members in terms of emo-
tions and interests, and the balance among the self-realization of individual dignity, freedom and happiness;
The principle that marriage and family are protected by the state (Article 1041, paragraph 1) and the emphasis
on ethics and morals such as family tradition, show that The Marriage and Family Section take into account
both the family's group attributes and individual freedoms. Formal control and legal review of identity rela-
tionship agreements provide a value basis for judges to properly balance the conflict between the autonomy
of individuals in the field of family law and the substantial and fair protection of the weak.

Key words marriage and family law; family ethics; family culture; The Civil Code; family autonomy;

protection of the weak
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