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On the Role Evolvement of Commander Hu in Sha Jia Bang

The Narrative Experience of Negative Figures in Socialist Literature and Art
Zhang Jun, Xue Meng (Sun Yat-sen University )

Abstract The modern revolutionary Peking Opera Sha Jia Bang and its predecessor Shanghai opera
Spark Amid the Reeds are all based on the real anti-Japanese deeds of 36 sick and wounded soldiers from Ji-
angnan Anti-Japanese Volunteers of the New Fourth Army, among whom Hu Zhanhan is the prototype of
Commander Hu. Contrary to cruel and bloodthirsty Hu Zhanhan in real life, the artistic image of Commander
Hu in Sha Jia Bang is obviously beautified. Why should we defy universal condemnation and beautify the en-
emies of the revolution? It actually is related to the unique narrative experience of the negative characters in
socialist literature and art. In Sha Jia Bang, Commander Hu is not a prototype who pursues the dream of "a
hero in troubled times", nor some image simply constructed by others, but a kind of bad and lovely figure de-
picted according to the traditional comedy mechanism of "fighting". This kind of negative-figures narrative,
which combines revolutionary narratives and public preferences, is a socialist literary experience worthy of
summarization and due attention.

Key words Sha Jia Bang; Commander Hu; Model Operas; comedy
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