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The Criticism of Academic Writing Rules In
Marx's Early Political Articles

Zhang Wenxi (Renmin University of China)

Abstract Providing freedoms of thought, expression and publication for all philosophers and scholars
has been a mythology of human rights that the Enlightenment and philosophical explorations of freedom have
been dreaming about but never bringing about. One obvious reason is that there is a strong clash of ideas be-
tween philosophy and politics. Institution also see as its enemies ideas and people capable of critical ideas.
The censorship of publications as well as disciplines on writing is the way for the institution to cope with its
enemies. Marx's criticism of Prussian censorship, in fact, is the criticism of the institution. The main idea of
this task is contained not only in the discussion of the relationship between philosophy and politics, but also
in the criticism of academic writing rules. Taking "the natural law of freedom" as a starting point, Marx refut-
ed the censorship and made writers megaphones of truth and freedom of speech by criticizing the grammar
and expression of thoughts and the hidden rules of writing. Through his criticism of the censorship, we may
well understand why Marx's most philosophically passionate works appear to be "political".

Key words Marx; censorship of publications; criticism of institution; academic writing rules
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