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On the Common But Differentiated Responsibilities Principle
In the Context of Carbon Neutrality

Zhou Chen (Xiamen University )

Abstract Carbon neutrality as a new paradigm and Net-zero Emission as a new goal are characterized
for their distinctive result-orientedness, a holistic approach and transformative influences, which proposes
new requirements for global climate governance and responsibility assignment, calling for inclusive and equi-
table decarbonization accordingly so as to cope with climate change. An examination of the common but dif-
ferentiated responsibility principle found that the new carbon neutrality context not only triggers the pre-exist-
ing disorder of differentiated responsibility, but also brings current problems to common responsibility that
proves lax in reality. China, well-known for being a key stakeholder of climate change and major advocator
of the CBDR principle, may learn from both lessons of the MEAs on ODS control and bio-diversity protec-
tion, EUETS and its JIM. It is thus recommended that we should reactivate the common responsibility with
dual ideals of a community with a shared future for mankind and a community of life for man and nature so
as to extend the inclusive dimension of the CBDR on one hand, reshape the differentiated responsibilities by
the carbon-centered, collective development right-hierarchic, and solidarity arrangement-balanced responsibil-
ity system in order to safeguard substantive equality on the other hand.

Key words carbon neutrality; equitable decarbonization; climate governance; eco-environment protec-

tion; common responsibility; differentiated responsibilities; green development; low carbon economy
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