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Bacon and the Beginning of Experimental Philosophy

Nie Minli,Bao Qiushi (Renmin University of China)

Abstract It is generally accepted that Bacon is the pioneer of empirical philosophy, but more strictly
speaking, Bacon is the pioneer of experimental philosophy. Bacon explicitly required that philosophy should
be based on experiments. He was able to do this because of his new view of knowledge. This kind of view of
knowledge is open to infinity on the basis of human’s active actions, which thus makes experiments the foun-
dation of theoretical knowledge for Bacon. It is just because of this view of knowledge that Bacon can distin-
guish experiments from general empirical observation and clarify the fundamental characteristics of experi-
ments that differentiate experiments from general empirical observation.

Key words general empirical observation; experiments philosophy; new view of knowledge; under

control; activity
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