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The Dual Logic of Marx's Studies on the Problem of Capital

Yan Hui (Shanghai Normal University )

Abstract Marx's studies on the capitalist system is "a critique of political economy" in nature. Marx
moderately absorbed the results of national economics and raised the study of capital up to the height of eco-
nomic philosophy and economic anthropology. Economic philosophy constitutes Marx's research method,
and economic anthropology constitutes his research purpose, which jointly form the core content of Marx's
"critique of political economy". The dual logic of Marx's research on the problem of capital fully reflects the
immanent rationale of Marx's confronting modernity, taking modernity seriously and transcending modernity
through criticizing modernity. The operation logic of capital and its anthropological consequence shape the
economic form of modernity; the separation of capital and labor leads to the separation of workers and prod-
ucts of labor, and private ownership is the political form of modernity. Universal exchange and a comprehen-
sive demand system make extensive exchanges on the basis of the logic of capital operation inevitable. There-
fore, a kind of world historical exchange transcending the boundaries of regions, peoples and countries has
been formed and globalization and cosmopolitanization are then the social forms of modernity. Only by com-
pletely eliminating the alienation of labor and by eradicating private property that violates the principle of jus-
tice can we return to man himself and realize the ideal of "free and all-round development" of everyone,
which constitutes Marx's moral ideal of transcending modernity. In a nutshell, capital, private property, cos-
mopolitanism and "free and all-round development" form the immanent structure of Marx's studies on the log-
ic of capital, while economic philosophy and economic anthropology constitute the methodological basis for
Marx's revelation of this structure. And these philosophical pictures show a distinct immanent logic: capital---
private ownership---historical communication---human liberation.

Key words labor; capital; ontology of labor; economic philosophy; economic anthropology
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