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From Exegesis to Historical and Cultural Semantics

Feng Tianyu (Wuhan University )

Abstract Language is the material shell of thinking and characters and words are the most basic units
in the free use of a language. In language practice, people always devote themselves to the archaeological
study of the knowledge of characters and words, trying to figure out similarities and differences and explore
the derivation and changes in a world of meaning, both ancient and modern, at home and abroad. By analyz-
ing the meaning of characters, we can understand the connotation of words. By analyzing the meaning of
words, the deeper Tao (i& ) can finally be thoroughly understood, which is just connected with the current
popular study of conceptual history and the study of words and objects. This field of learning, sparkling end-
less interest, is both historical and cultural, hence can be named "historical and cultural semantics". It is de-
rived from the ancient Chinese exegetics and is a vibrant new branch issued from the vigorous old trunk of ex-
egetics.

Key words name; characters and words; Tao(i# ); culture semantics
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